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LEER EES 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE ANGELS ARE PLEASED WITH THE 


WORK OF REDEMPTION, 


The angels are the first and 
greatest beings, whom God crea- 
ted. They were created before 
this world was made. They were 
joyful spectators of its creation.— 
In the scriptures, they are repre- 
sented to be spirits and spirits of 
superior powers. ‘Their power, 
their wisdom and their holiness 
are celebrated in the scriptures.— 
They are called the mighty angels 
and the holy angels. And to be 
wise as an angel of God is used as 
an expression of the greatest creat- 
ed wisdom. As one star differs from 
another star in glory, so one angel 
differs from another angel in nat- 
ural and moral _ excellence.— 
Though the lowest angels are 
greater and better than the great- 
est and best of men; yet some of 
the angels are vastly superior to 
others. Some are called thrones, 
principalities and powers, Ga- 
briel and other angels, mentioned 
by name in scripture, appear to be 
some of the highest among the 
highest order of beings. And 
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these we know have been intimate- 
ly concerned in promoting the 
work of redemption. Indeed, all 
the angels are said to be minister- 
ing spirits to the heirs of salvation. 
The apostle declares that the 
great scheme of salvation by Christ 
was designed to furnish the angels 
with proper objects of contempla- 
tion. ‘And to make all men see 
what is the fellowship of the mys- 
tery, which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in God, 
who created all things by Jesus 
Christ; to the intent that now un- 
to the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places might be known 
by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God, according to his eternal 
purpose, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Ifthe plan 
of salvation was concerted for the 
contemplation of angels, it is to be 
believed that they have contem- 
plated it and will contemplate it 
forever. By the apostle Peter it 
is said, that the angels desire to 
look into these things. "The work 
of redemption exhibits such objects 
as naturally attract the attention 


and approbation of these holy be- 
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ings, who love the holy God and 
his holy works. Hence they are 
represented as crying one to anoth- 
er, “ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of 
his glory.” In the work of re- 
demption, which is accomplished 
on earth, they discover the holi- 
ness of the Deity, which, natural- 
ly attracts their attention and their 
affections. And they have pecul- 
iar opportunity to look into the 
great design of redeeming grace. 
They were spectators of the cre- 
ation and the fall of man. They 
were present at the giving of the 
law at mount Sinai. They were 
present at the birth of Christ, at 
his crucifixion, resurrection and 
ascension intoheaven. They were 
his ministering servants the whole 
time he was on earth. And they 
have since attended his apostles 
and all his sincere followers to this 
day. While the inhabitants of this 
world are gazing upon the sun, 
moon and stars and studying the 
works and laws of nature, the in- 
habitants of heaven are looking 
still more constantly and attentive- 
ly into the great and glorious 
scheme of redemption and contem- 
plating the methods employed to 
carry itinto execution. It is the 
proper business of angels to study 
the plan of redemption, while 
they are constantly employed in 
promoting the glory of God and the 
honor of Christ by conducting many 
sons unto glory. 

But it is my chief design to 
show that the angels take pleasure 
in contemplating the great scheme 


ofredemption. This is implied in 


their desiring to look into it. If 


they have strong desires to contem- 
plate the work of redemption 
they must take pleasure in survey- 
ing it in all its parts, in its design, 
origin, foundation, connections and 
consequences. But why do the 
holy angels take pleasure in con- 
templating a work, which has giv- 
en pain and will forever give pain 
to myriads of rational beings ? 
Several reasons may be given for 
the pleasure they take in the con- 
templation of redeeming wisdom 
and goodness. 

1. The work of redemption en- 
lightens their minds in respect to 
the knowledge of God ‘Though 
they have the light of nature and 
gain much knowledge of God from 
the things, which he has made ; 
yet they are obliged to study the 
work of redemption in order to ob- 
tain the most accurate and exten- 
sive views of the Deity. It is by 
contemplating the work of redemp- 
tion, that they discover the incom- 
prehensible mode of the divine ex- 
istence in a Trinity of persons.— 
There is no reason to suppose that 
the angels knew that God exist- 
ed in three persons, before the 
scheme of redemption was reyeal- 
ed. For this could not have been 
discovered by any other of his 
works. But in this great and glo- 
rious work, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, are distinctly 
brought into view, as three equal- 
ly divine and adorable persons.— 
Accordingly we find, that the 
inhabitants of heaven address these 
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Persons and give praise to him, 
that sitteth upon the throne and 
to the Lamb. ‘The more the an- 
gels look into the work of redemp- 
tion, the more clearly they per- 
ceive the great mystery of the 
sacred Trinity and rejoice in it. 
By the same medium, they gain 
the fullest and clearest knowledge 
of the divine perfections. With- 
out the plan of redemption, they 
may learn the power, and wisdom, 
and goodness of the Deity. But 
it is only in the gospel, that they 
can learn the justice, and grace of 
God, and his sovereignty in the 
display of these glorious attributes. 
In the face of Jesus Christ, they 
can see the manifold wisdom, the 
inflexible justice and the astonish- 
ing, distinguishing and sovereign 
grace of God. Their knowledge 
of God was vastly increased by the 
revelation of the divine purpose 
to save sinners by the death of 
Christ. And while God was pre- 
paring the way for his incarnation, 
by looking into the great and gra- 
cious design, they made _ constant 
and rapid advances in the know!l- 
edge of God. And ever since his 
incarnation they have been dis- 
covering more and more of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. When Peter wrote they 
were still desirous of contemplat- 
ing the wonders of redeeming love. 
And they will for ever desire to 
look into these things and find a 
peculiar pleasure in the contem- 
plation of them, because they un- 
fold the divine perfections, For 
nothing gives them so much real 
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happiness as a view of the char- 
acter and perfections of the Deity 
The knowledge of God is the 
source and basis of their supreme 
felicity. And the more they know 
of God, the more do they rejoice 
in him. 

2. Angels take pleasure in con- 
templating the work of redemption 
because it enlightens them into the 
knowledge of themselves. They 
were all created at one time and 
in the full maturity of their intel- 
They had no 
work to do in order to maintain 
theirexistence. ‘They were form- 
ed perfectly holy and fit for the 
enjoyment of God. And they had 
no other test of their fidelity than 
only loving their Maker and re- 
joicing in his perfections. Hence 
their own existence and the noble 


lectual powers. 


powers they possessed, were a 
mystery to themseves. Especial- 
ly it was a mystery to them that 
some of their number should be 
suffered to sin and fall into reme- 
diless destruction. From the time 
of their creation to the fall of Ad- 
am, it seems they must have been 
very ignorant of the end of their 
being and of the great work for 
which they were formed. And 
when this work was pointed out, it 
appears, that some of them utterly 
refused to minister to Christ and 
the heirs of salvation, for which 
they were banished from heaven 
and reserved in everlasting chains 
of darkness. But those, who kept 
their first estate, joyfully accepted 
an employment, which gave them 
peculiar opportunity to contem- 
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plate the mysteries of redeeming 
grace. And the more they have 
looked into this great and glorious 
design, the more they have be- 
come acquainted with themselves 
and the divine conduct towards 
them. In the work of redemption 
they discover many reasons, why 
they were created first of all in- 
telligent creatures, why they were 
endowed with such superior pow- 
ers and faculties, why they were 
placed “in a state of probation, 
why they were elected while oth- 
ers were reprobated, why they 
were established in holiness and 
happiness, while others were 
doomed to fall and perish; and 
why these things took place before 
the human apostacy. In the work 
of redemption they see, that they 
were intimately connected with 
mankind and were to be instrumen- 
tal both in their fall and recovery. 
If there be ten thousand worlds, as 
philosophers dream, yet it is cer- 
tain, that only the angelic world 
is connected with mankind and 
actually concerned in promoting 
their eternal happiness and misery. 
And it is by contemplating the work 
of redemption, that angels discoy- 
er their connection with this world. 
And the more they trace this con- 
nection, the greater pleasure it 
gives them topursue their most be- 
nevolent employment. Hence it is, 
that they are represented to be so 
sensibly affected with whatever 
conduces to the prosperity of the 
church. They rejoice exceedingly, 
when sinners are converted, and 
their joy is no less when the ene- 
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mies of the church are defeated 
and destroyed. And while they 
look into the testimony of God, 
and contemplate the predictions 
and promises respecting the work 
of redemption, their knowledge 
of themselves, as the active in- 
struments of promoting that glori- 
ous scheme of divine wisdom and 
grace, affords them peculiar en- 
joyment and satisfaction. And at 
the same time they learn why 
their former associates in holiness 
and happiness are what they are 
and where they are, and allowed 
to exert their malignant influence 
over the minds of men. In a 
word, angels take pleasure in con- 
templating the work of redemp- 
tion, because it continually un- 
folds more and more the end of 
their being and the mystery of 
God’s dispensations towards them. 

3. Angels are pleased with the 
work of redemption because it 
enlightens them in the knowledge 
of mankind. The human race 
would be a mystery to all other 
intelligent creatures, were it not 
for the work of redemption. One 
generation of men after another 
are brought upon the stage of life 
and carried from it and appear to 
answer no very valuable purpose. 
They generally live a very low 
and insignificant life. They do 
but very little good and a great 
deal of evil. They bury their 
noble talents ; or employ them in 
spreading misery and destruction 
through the world. It seems 
strange, therefore, that God should 
not put an end to their existence, 
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or make it better or worse. But 
the work of redemption unfolds 
the mystery. It appears that that 
glorious scheme of mercy requires 
such a mixed state of things for 
the present, in order to give a 
brighter display of all the perfec- 
tions of God in the salvation of the 
elect. It is by the incarnation of 
Christ, that the angels learn why 
mankind have such gross bodies 
and impure spirits; why they 
live in such a mixed state of good 
and evil; why God causes the vi- 
lest of mankind to enjoy such a 
profusion of earthly blessings, and 
the best to suffer such a series of 
temporal evils ; why God does not 
put anend to the world, nor re- 
form it any faster. It is by look- 
ing into the work of redemption, 
that they discover the reasons of 
the rise and fall of nations, and of 
all the changes and revolutions in 
the kingdoms of men. ‘These are 
all means of promoting the work 
of redemption, and the kingdom of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘The an- 
gels take pleasure in tracing the 
connection of means and ends in 
the great work of redemption. 
Their knowledge, and consequent- 
ly their holiness and happiness 
are constantly increased by study- 
ing the great system of divinity 
contained in the gospel of our sal- 
vation. By comparing predictions 
with events, they attain to greater 
and greater improvements in that 
knowledge, which is the food of 
holy and benevolent minds. 

4. The work of redemption en- 
lightens the angels into the know- 
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ledge of the universe. It is the 
gospel only, which unfolds the ul- 
timate end of God in creation. 
The scheme of redemption com- 
bines, connects and unites all parts 
of the creation of God. It forms 
a whole, composed ofall the parts 
of the created universe. And 
nothing but a knowledge of the 
whole can give a clear and just 
view of any of its parts. Were 
the angels acquainted with all 
heaven and hell, with all the suns 
and stars, and with all the visible 
and invisible parts of this lower 
world; still their knowledge would 
be essentially defective, without 
knowing the ultimate end of God 
in forming the various parts of the 
creation and their design and use 
in promoting his ultimate end. 
This knowledge the scheme of 
redemption conveys to their minds. 
For the gospel represents the 
work of redemption as God’s uiti- 
mate design in creation. The a- 
postle says, ‘‘ that he purposed in 
himself that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might ga- 
ther together in one all things wm 
Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth, even in 
him.” And again he says, ‘It 
pleased the father, that in him 
should all fulness dwell, and hav- 
ing made peace through the blood 
of the cross, by him to reconcile all 
things to himself; by him, I say, 
whether they be things on earth 
or things in heaven.” God has 
made Christ head over all things 
to the church; and the salvation 
of the church is the ultimate end 
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of creation, to which all its parts 
are subservient. Hence by look- 
ing into the scheme of redemption 
by Christ, the angels discover the 
ultimate end of God in all his 
works, which gives them the true 
knowledge of the universe. It is 
by studying the work of redemp- 
tion, that they learn all that can 
be learned of God and his works. 
it comprehends all real knowledge 
and gives entire satisfaction to a 
wise and holy mind. It is not 
strange, therefore, that angels are 
extremely pleased in looking into 
that mirror, which reflects the 
greatest light upon the universe. 
Especially if we consider, 

5. That in contemplating God’s 
ultimate end in the work of re- 
demption, they discover that end 
to be the greatest possible degree 
of holiness and happiness. The 
holy angels love holiness and the 
happy angels love that happiness, 
which flows from holiness. They 
are perfectly benevolent and de- 
sire to see the highest possible 
displays of benevolence. They 
hate misery in itself considered 
and desire to see it swallowed up 
in the highest happiness of the 
universe. And while they con- 
template the work of redemption, 
they see that where sin has a- 
bounded, there grace and holiness 
will much more abound; and 


where misery has abounded there 
happiness will much more abound. 
By the light of the gospel they 
see that the sin and misery which 
exist in the universe, and which 
will exist forever, are subservient 
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to the existence of the greatest 
degrees of holiness and happiness. 
The more they look into the great 
and glorious scheme of redemp- 
tion, the more they see of the 
wisdom and goodness of God, in 
respect to all the sin and misery 
that exist in the universe ; and the 
more they are satisfied, that death 
and every other evil will be swal- 
lowed up in victory. The scheme 
of redemption spreads light and 
glory over the face of all things in 
heaven, earth and hell. In the 
light of man’s redemption, they 
see light in all the dark scenes 
and dark places of the universe. 
They are fully convinced, that 
there is no absolute evil in the cre- 
ation of God; that is, none but 
what is necessary to raise the ho- 
liness and happiness of the intelli- 


gent system to the highest possi- . 


ble degree. This conviction has 
already taken place in their minds; 
but yet new light is continually 
opening upon them, the more they 
look into the astonishing scheme 
of redemption, which does now 
and will forever engage their de- 
lightful contemplation. In the 
great plan of God there are suffi- 
cient materials to employ their 
minds forever in contemplating his 
great and wonderful works of wis- 
domand goodness. Their know 
ledge, their holiness and happiness 
will continue and increase forever, 
while they behold the riches of 
God’s glory and the exceeding 
riches of his grace, as they will 
be forever displayed with increas- 
ing clearness and fulness by the 
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wonders of redemption through 


Jesus Christ. 
JAMES. 





SERMONS—No. VI. 


THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF CHIL- 
DREN. 


PSALM Lxxvil. 7. That they might 


set their hope in God. 


God promised to bestow upon 
the descendants of Abraham, for 
many generations, the most im- 
portant blessings. Yet the be- 
stowment of these blessings God 
connected with the diligence and 
fidelity of Abraham, in the go- 
vernment and instruction of his 
children and household. Of Abra- 
ham God said—“ For I know him, 
that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and 
they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment ; 
that the Lord may bring upon A- 
braham that which he hath spo- 
ken of him.” After the law was 
given at mount Sinai and the peo- 
ple promised obedience, God said, 
‘*O that there were such an heart 
in them, that they would fear me 
and keep my commandments al- 
ways, that it might be well with 
them and with their children for- 
ever.” That his ancient people 


might be obedient and be blessed 
in their successive generations, 
God said, “ These words, that I 
command thee this day, shall be 
in thine heart; and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy 
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children, and shalt talk of them, 
when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up.” These 
divine declarations respecting the 
religious instruction of children 
show, that this duty is, in the view 
of God, an object of the greatest 
importance. Indeed, the peculiar 
privileges and enjoyments of his 
ancient people were suspended 
upon their performance of this 
duty. In our context this subject 
is placed before us ina very strik- 
ing manner. The psalmist says, 
‘¢ What we have heardand known 
and what our fathers have told us, 
we will not hide from their chil- 
dren, showing to the generation to 
come the praises of the Lord, and 
his strength and his wonderful 
works that he hathdone. For he 
established a testimony in Jacob, 
and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers 
that they should make them known 
to their children ; that the gene- 
ration to come might know them, 
even the children who should be 
born; who should arise and de- 
clare them to their children ; that 
they might set their hope in God, 
and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments.” 
This whole passage exhibits the 
duty and importance of giving re- 
ligious instruction to the rising 
generation. And the desired and 
expected consequence of giving 
children such instruction is declar- 
ed in the ‘words of our text. It 
was, “that they might set their 
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hope in God.” This, then, is the 
doctrine that lies before us in the 
present discourse,—That children 
may hope in God, they must be 
instructed in religion. To illus- 
trate this doctrine it is proposed, 

1. To show for what blessings 
children should hope in God ; 

Il. To show the importance of 
their hoping in God for these bless- 
ings ; and, 

Ill. To show that they may 
hope in God for these blessings, 
they must be instructed in reli- 
gion. 

It is proposed, 

I. Toshow for what blessings 
children should hope in God. 

1. They should hope in God for 
the common mercies of his provi- 
dence. It is God, who gives and 
preserves the lives of men. It is 
he, who gives health and all out- 
ward blessings. On his provi- 
dence, mankind are wholly depen- 
dent for direction and success in 
their secular employments and 
pursuits. All these blessings God 
bestows and witholds as he pleases. 
No degree of present prosperity, 
nor the most promising appear- 
ances respecting futurity, can se- 
cure the bestowment and enjoy- 
ment of the common mercies of 
divine providence. Yet all man- 
kind, and the young in a special 
manner, are disposed to rely upon 
their present prospects for tem- 
poral happiness. Children are 
commonly disposed to set their 
hope in their parents, in wordly 
property, in earthly connections, 
and in their proposed employ- 
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ments for the blessings they may 
need in the present life. But 
many, who have had, in early life, 
the strongest hopes and the fairest 
prospects, have soon found them- 
selves destitute and friendless.— 
On the other hand, many, who, in 
early life have been destitute and 
friendless, have found in God a 
portion and a friend from child- 
hood even to old age. God is the 
only source of those blessings, 
which are necessary to the tem- 
poral happiness of mankind.— 
These blessings he provides and 
distributes as he pleases, And for 
these blessings the young should 
look to God and hope in him. 

2. Children should hope in God 
for support under the evils of-the 
present life. The particular af- 
flictions and distresses, which they, 
who are now young, may be call- 
ed to experience, cannot be fore- 
seen by any created being. But 
it is written, “ Although affliction 
cometh not forth of the dust, neith- 
er doth trouble spring out of the 
ground ; yet man is born unto 
trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” 
From what God has said in his 
word and from what has beenseen 
in all ages of the world, every per- 
son has reason to expect many e- 
vils, before his trials on earth shall [, 
be finished. Under their afflic- 
tions many persons have been de- | 
pressed and disheartened. And ~ 
they have wasted their days in | 
grief, and hardened themselves in | 
sorrow. Where they have look- 
ed and hoped for support, they 
have found darkness and trouble. 
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But if they had set their hope in 
God, they might have been sup- 
ported under their heaviest afflic- 
tions. For “God is a refuge and 
strength, a very present help in 
trouble.” God has ever been a 
powertul and faithful friend to the 
children of affliction and sorrow, 
who have hoped in his mercy. In 
a world of constant changes and in 
the midst of troubles, on whom 
but God can the young depend for 
support? They should early set 
their hope in God for support un- 
der the evils they haye to meet 
and endure in this dark vale of 
tears. 

3. The young should hope in 
Ged for salvation from endless mis- 
ery. As all mankind are, by na- 
ture, sinners, they deserve the 
curse of the law. And this curse 
they must suffer, unless they are 
pardoned and saved through the 
mercy of God in Jesus Christ. 
For God hath said, “ the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.’ And the 
whole gospel shows, that no hu- 
man being can be saved from end- 
less woe, without the mercy of 
God. They, who are in early 
life, are justly exposed to endless 
misery. Nor can they depend 
upon their own goodness and in- 
nocence for the favour of God. 
For, as the apostle declares, “ we 
are, by nature, children of wrath.” 
But God offers salvation from de- 
served punishment unto sinners. 
And by a good hope through grace, 
sinners may, in early life, obtain 
the forgiveness of their sins and 
the salvation of their souls. They 
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are capable of having such an 
hope, as early as they are capable 
of receiving religious instruction. 
Many in their childhood and youth 
have been sensible of their need 
of salvation from the present and 
the eternal displeasure of their 
holy creator. And for this salva- 
tion they have truly hoped in the 
mercy of God. “As all the young 
are sinful and guilty creatures, 
they need to be pardoned, that 
they may be saved from endless 
misery. But it is only in God, that 
they can safely place their hope 
of future and eternal salvation.— 
Having shown for what blessings 
children should hope in God, it is 
now proposed, 

If. To show the importance of 
their hoping in God for these bles- 
sings. 

These blessings are of unbound- 
ed importance. And they can be 
obtained only from God. Nor can 
they be obtained from him by 
any persons, who do not truly 
hope inhisname. But to all, who 
truly hope in God, they are prom- 
ised and secured. It is therefore 
as important that children should 
set their hope in God, as it is that 
they should receive and enjoy the 
blessings they need, both in their 
present and future existence. But 
we may be more particular in our 
observations on this part of our 
subject. And it may be observed, 

1. That if children do not hope 
in God for the blessings they need 
they will persist in sinning against 
him. God requires all persons to 
hope in him and be happy: And 
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he speaks to the young on this sub- 
ject with peculiar affection and 
kindness. They, therefore who 
refuse to hope in God, reject his 
most kind and gracious require- 
ments. They reject the counsel 
of God against themselves. Such 
conduct is a daring expression of 
enmity and disobedience against 
the greatest and Dest of beings.— 
In our context there is a descrip- 
tion of the Israelites, who perish- 
ed in the wildernes by their diso- 
bedience and unbelief. And they 
are called ‘a stubborn and rebel- 
lious generation, that set not their 
heart aright, and whose spirit 
was not steadfast with God.”’ Thus 
stubborn and rebellious will be all 
those children, who will not set 
their hope in God for the blessings 
they need from him. They cannot 
refuse to hope in God without 
being guilty of the most obstinate 
wickedness against their holy cre- 
ator. This consideration shows, 
that it is highly important that 
children should set their hope in 
God. 

2. If they do not set their hope 
in God, they will be disappointed 
in all their expectations of happi- 
ness. With their lively and joyful 
feelings the young are apt to in- 
dulge themselves in the most flat- 
tering imagimations. And they can 
hardly believe that a person who 
does not encourage their expecta- 
tions of happiness, is any better 
than an enemy. Yet such hopes 
as are not founded on the favour 
and friendship of God, are entirely 
delusive. If God be not the hope 
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and portion of the rising genera~ 
tion, they will have their portion 
on earth; they will receive all 
their good things in their life-time. 
And what is man when viewed in 
the happiest condition on earth ? 
Let divine truth give the answer : 
**Man, at his best estate, is alto- 
gether vanity.””. Without the fa- 
vour of God the blessings of this 
life are a dream and the fairest 
prospects the world can present a 
mere shadow. Without his sup- 
porting presence the evils of this 
life are a burden, which is too 
heavy for our feeble spirits. 
Should the young gain the greatest 
happiness this world can afford, it 
they do not set their hope in God, 
what will be their state at death 
and theircondition forever? They 
will gain nothing that is worthy of 
their pursuit; and what they do 
gain must soon be lost. It is cer- 
tain that their expectations of hap- 
piness will perish at death, if they 
do not place their hope in God. It 
is then as important, that the 
young should hope in God, as it is, 
that, with all their expectations of 
happiness, they should not find 
themselves attended with vanity 
and vexation of spirit through life, 
and then at death sink into endless 
disappointment. For unless they 
set their hope in God, all their 
expectations of happiness, how- 
ever confident and delightful, will 
soon end in despair. It may be 
observed, 

3. Unless the young do hope in 
God for the blessings they need, 
they will be subjected to his right- 
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eous displeasure. Such persons 
as are not proper objects of divine 
love and favour, are under the 
wrath of God even in this life. 
For it is written, “God is angry 
with the wicked every day.”’ And 
again—* He that believeth not 
the Son, shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” 
God has no delight in the character 
of sinners, though they in this life 
be indulged with many privileges 
and enjoyments. But if they do, 
through life, persist in their en- 
mity and disobedience against their 
Maker, they will be formed into 
vessels of wrath, and fitted for de- 
struction. Unto every soul that 
doeth evil, God declares he will 
render indignation and wrath, tri- 
bulation and anguish. There is 
no way in which any persons, who 
do not set their hope in God, can 
escape his displeasure. They have 
therefore no good reason to hope 
for any enjoyment, so long as they 
continue of their present charac- 
ter. But they have reason to fear 
every evil they can suffer. For 
they are already condemned and 
subjected to the righteous displea- 
sure of their holy Creator. They 
who are now in childhood and 
youth, unless they be induced to 
set their hope in God, cannot ex- 
pect to enjoy his favour; but they 
must forever suffer his displeasure. 
Surely, then, it is highly import- 
ant, that they should hope in God 
for the blessings which they need 
and which he only is able to be- 
stow. Otherwise, it would have 
been good for themselves if they 
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had never been born.—It is now 
proposed, 

Ill. To show that the young 
may hope in God for the blessings 
they need, it is necessary they 
should be instructed in religion: 
In all instances knowledge is ne- 
cessary to the existence of holiness 
and happiness in rational beings. 
And that they who are in child- 
hood and youth, may obtain the 
knowledge which is necessary to 
their hoping in God and receiving 
the blessings they need, they must 
be constantly and faithfully in- 
structed in religion. 

1. They will not be sensible that 
they need to receive these bless- 


For, 


ings from God without religious 
instruction. All mankind naturally 
possess a proud and selfish spirit. 
They are unwilling to see and feel 
their necessities and their entire 
dependance upon God for the 
blessings they need. And so long 
as they are ignorant and insensi- 
ble of the favours they need from 
God, they will not look to him, 
nor set their hope in him. The 
young have little knowledge of 
themselves; or of the world in 
which they live. Nor will they 
know, unless they are taught, that 
they can safely depend upon noth- 
ing, but “2 favour of God, either 
for present or future happiness. 
Without religious instruction, they 
will set their: hopes and their 
hearts upon the trifles of time and 
never raise their attention and 
their affections to their creator.— 
They will live and die under the 
influence of delusion and vanity, 
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unless they are taught to fear God 
and to hope in his mercy. For 
they will not be sensible, that they 
are guilty, needy and dependant 
creatures, unless they are shown 
their character and condition, as 
they are described in the. holy 
scriptures. Without the plain and 
faithful instructions of religion, the 
young will be insensible of their 
necessities, and will never be in- 
duced to hope in God for the 
blessings they need. 

2. That the young may see that 
they may safely hope in God for 
the blessings they need, they must 
be instructed in religion. With- 
out such instruction they will be 
as ignorant and insensible of the 
divine fulness, as they will be of 
their ownnecessities. Unless they 
are taught the true knowledge of 
God, they will see no reason for 
hoping in him for any blessings. 
None can truly hope in God with- 
out a knowledge of his charac- 
ter. Both his natural and moral 
perfections unite in forming that 
foundation, which renders him 
worthy of the hope of his sinful, 
needy and dependant creatures. 
God has power to enable him, and 
goodness to dispose him, to bestow 
all needed favors upon those, who 
hope in his name. The power 
and the goodness of God, as they 
are manifest in the gospel, con- 
stitute the foundation for hop- 
ing inhim. And the young should 
be taught what God is, and what 
he has said, and what he has done, 
and what he designs to do, that 
their hearts may be turned to him, 


and that they may set their hope 
inhim. In the character, conduct 
and designs of God, as they are 
described in the scriptures and 
displayed in the works of creation, 
and by the events of his provi- 
dence, are to be found the rea- 
sons, that should induce the young 
in early life, to seek him as their 
portion and theirhope. But with- 
out a correct and extensive know]l- 
edge of God, as the creator, pre- 
server and governor of all things, 
they will see no reasons for hop- 
ing in him. And such knowledge 
the young will never obtain with- 
out religious instruction. For 
they will not see, unless they are 
taught, the reasons by which they 
should be lead to set their hope in 
God. Again, 

3. Unless the young are in- 
structed in religion, they will not 
see the duties they must perform 
in order to their having a good 
hope in God for needed blessings. 
Without that holy obedience to 
the divine commands, which God 
requires, no person can receive 
from him the blessings he offers. 
Yet many presume to hope in God 
for the blesings they need, while 
they conduct in such a manner as 
will bring upon themselves his 
wrath and curse. Holy obedience 
is necessary to the enjoyment of 
the divine favor. But such obe- 
dience can never exist without a 
knowledge of what God requires. 
The young must be taught to fear 
and obey God, before they can 
truly hope in his mercy. ‘They 
will never do, unless they know ; 








A nS | 


° ti, | 








PTET GHD NS et 


RR Prange 





1 Loki Re aeMmpeR eR onat 





and they will never know, unless 
they are taught, the duties they 
are required to perform, in order 
toset their hope on God. Obedi- 
ence to the divine requirements is 
inseperably connected with a good 
hope of divine favour. That the 
rising generation may so obey God, 
as to have a good hope in him, 
they must know what he requires, 
and that they may have this know- 
ledge, they must have religious 
instruction, 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. Since religious instruction is 
necessary to induce the young, to 
set their hope in God, we may see 
by what means the ancient people 
of God were so long the objects of 
his special favour. Other families, 
and nations, soon fell into the great- 
est errors, and the grossest wicked- 
ness. And from generation to gen- 
eration, they were without hope, 
and without God in the world; 
but Israel enjoyed the gracious 
presence and special favour of 
God. During successive genera- 
tions, for a long period, there 
were in Israel many persons, who 
were eminent for their knowledge, 
piety, usefulness and, happiness. 
And that people were so dis- 
tinguished by the favour of God, 
that he was “called the hope of 
Israel, and their Saviour in time of 
trouble.” But by what means 
were that people, for so long a 
time, rendered proper objects of 
the special favour of God? It cer- 
tainly was, chiefly. by means of 
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giving their children religious in- 
struction. This duty, God enjoin- 
ed upon the children of Israel, by 
the most urgent and powerful con- 
siderations. And this duty his pi- 
ous friends and servants diligently 
and faithfully performed. Of 
Abraham God said, “ For I know 
him, that he will command his 
children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord, to do justice and judg- 
ment; that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham, that which he hath 
spoken of him.”” From what is 
written in our context, it appears 
that God appointed the religious 

instruction of children, as the great 

means of maintaining the piety of 
his ancient people during succes- 

sive generations. Ifthe children of 
his ancient people had not been so 

instructed, they would never have 

set their hope in God, so as to have 

been, for so many generations, the 

proper objects of his special fa- 

vour. 

2. Since it is so important, that 
the young should be instructed in 
religion, they, who are truly pi- 
ous, will be greatly concerned for 
their religious instruction. Pious 
persons know the situation of hu- 
man beings, as they are born into 
the world. They know that they 
are “born unto trouble, as the 
sparks fly upward ;” and that they 
are “ by nature, children of wrath.” 
They also know, that it is highly 
important, that the young should, 
in early life, secure the favour of 
God. But this they will not do, 
without instruction in ~ religion. 
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To every pious person, it is to be 
expected, that the early instruc- 
tion and piety, of the rising gene- 
ration, would be an object of pecu- 
liar attentionand concern. ‘Truly 
pious persons, have been deeply 
and tenderly concerned for the in- 
struction ofthe young. Abraham, 
who was called the friend of God 
and the fatner of the taithful, gave 
his children and household reli- 
gious instruction. 
attentive and ditigen', in giving re- 
ligious instruction to the rising ge- 
neration. Joshua and Samuel, 
were engaged in promoting the 
same important object. David, 
the pious and devout king of Isra- 
el, called upon the young to re- 
ceive religious instruction. He 
said, ** Come ye children, hearken 
unto me; I willteach you the fear 
of the Lord.” Solomon, in his in- 
spired writings, has a peculiar re- 
gard to young persons, and endea- 
vours to fill their minds with the 
lessons of divine wisdom. The 
prophets were greatly concerned 
to promote the instruction and pi- 
ety of children and youth. The 
Lord Jesus Christ showed a pleas- 
ing and affecting interest, even in 
respect to infants, And the Apos- 
tles, both in their preaching and 
in their writings, were attentive 
to the religious instruction of chil- 
dren. The same object has en- 
gaged the attention, and employed 
the exertions of pious persons, 
since the days of the Apostles. 
And since it is so important, that 
the young should set their hopes 
on God ; and since for this purpose 


Moses was very 
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they must have religious instruc- 
tion; pious persons will always 
feel a deep and tender concern, 
for the religious instruction of the 
rising generation. 

3. Since religious instruction is 
necessary to the piety of the ris- 
ing generation, we may see how 
real religion, has generally been 
preserved, among the descendants 
of pious ancestors. It was so be- 
fore the Saviour came into the 
world. For hundreds of years, 
through many generations, the 
true knowledge and worship of 
God, were preserved among the 
descendants of Abraham, and God 
has generally blessed the pious 
instructions and examples of pa- 
rents and ancestors to the spiritual 
benefit of many of their descend- 
ants. The unfeigned faith, that 
was in Timothy, dwelt first in his 
grand-mother Lois, and his mo- 
ther Eunice. Real piety has com- 
monly been preserved from gene- 
ration to generation in the same 
families. Such persons, as have 
been eminent for piety, in Europe 
and America, have almost always 
descended from pious parents. God 
appears to have fulfilled to pious 
parents this gracious promise— 
“ ] will pour my spirit upon thy 
seed and my blessing upon thy off- 
spring.” He seems also to have 
performed another important de- 
claration :-—‘+ As for me, this is 
my covenant with them, saith the 
Lord ; My Spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which | have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart out 
of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 
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of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever.” 
From what God has said, and from 
what he has done, there is reason 
to expect and to believe, that he 
will, very commonly, bless the pi- 
ous instructions of pious parents, 
to the saving benefit of their chil- 
dren. But we may almost as well 
expect, that religion will exist, 
where the gospel is not preached, 
as that it will exist in children, 
who are not favoured with relig- 
ious instruction. It is, however, 
certain, that by means of religious 
instruction, real religion has ge- 
nerally been preserved among the 
descendants of pious ancestors. 

4. Since religious instruction is 
necessary to the piety and happi- 
ness of the rising generation, the 
opinion, that it is not important to 
instruct children in religion, is 
very erroneous and dangerous.— 
Such an opinion is decidedly op- 
posed to what God declares and 
requires in the scripture. It is al- 
so contrary to the instructions of 
reasonand experience. Yet mod- 
ern infidels have imbibed and la- 
bored to diffuse the opinion, that 
it is improper to give children re- 
ligious instruction. A similar o- 
pinion is also maintained by some 
professed believers in christianity. 
There are professed christians,who 
by their profession and practice in 
many instances, oppose the duty 
of giving children religious in- 
struction. ‘They condemn what 
they call an attempt to make per- 
sons christians by education.— 
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They say—lIt is the Spirit of God, 
that makes persons pious. But 
the spirit of God, never makes 
persons pious, without relig- 
ious instruction. And it is as 
proper to instruct children in re- 
ligion, as it is to preach the gos- 
pel and to read the scriptures, 
that religious instruction may be 
obtained by other persons. Since 
religious instruction is necessary 
to the existence of piety, the re- 
ligious education of the young is 
an important duty. And it is plain- 
ly enjoined upon parents by the 
apostles, as well as by the proph- 
ets. The opinion, that it is not 
highly important to give young 
persons religious instruction, is 
altogether erroneous and extreme- 
ly dangerous. 

5. Since it is necessary to the 
welfare of the young that they 
should be instructed in religion, 
irreligious parents take the direct 
method to ruin their children.— 
Such parents disregard religious 
instruction. And by their exam- 
ple they teach their children to 
forget, disobey and dishonor their 
holy Creator. Irreligious parents 
commonly give their children ir- 
religious instruction. They teach 
their children not to set their hope 
in God. They often fill the minds 
of their children with error and 
strengthen their hearts in wicked- 
ness and folly. Such conduct is 
suited to lead young persons in 
the broad way to endless destruc- 
tion. Parents can commonly do 
more to save, or to destroy their 
children than other persons. And 
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the example of irreligious parents 
is the most powerful means, that 
can be conceived, for effecting the 
ruin of their children. 

6. If it be so important that 
children be instructed in religion 
and set their hope in God, then 
children should be carefully re- 
strained from whatever may pre- 
vent the proper effects of religious 
instruction. Religious instruction 
may be easily counteracted and 
its proper design be defeated.— 
When the young are plainly taught 
the doctrines and duties of relig- 
ion, they are naturally inclined to 
reject the truth and oppose or de- 
lay their duty. They should be 
carefully guarded and restrained 
from what is suited to prevent the 
proper influence and happy effects 
of instruction, when it is received 
and obeyed in early life. They 
should be guarded against an high 
opinion of themselves. Also a- 
gainst an high opinion of worldly 
objects.—Against wicked compan- 
ions and sinful pleasures. Ifthey 
be not restrained from these evils, 
they will be emboldened and har- 
dened in error and wickedness.— 
They will become stubborn and 
rebellious ; and they will refuse 
to fear God, to obey his commands 
and to hope in his mercy. Chil- 
dren and youth need to be guarded 
and restrained from error and sin 
as well as to be instructed in truth 
and duty. 

7. Since it is of the highest im- 
portance for the young to set their 
hope in God, they, who have, in 
early life, placed their hope in 
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him, can never have reason to re- 
gret their conduct. Multitudes 
have had reason to regret the im- 
piety and wickedness of their ear- 
ly days. Many however imagine, 
that religion requires too great a 
degree of self-denial, to be regard- 
ed in early life. But whatever 
is valuable is gained and secured 
by early piety; and nothing but 
what is evil and hateful is renoun- 
ced and sacrificed. No one, that 
ever set his hope in God, while 
he was in the days of childheod 
and youth, ever had reason to re- 
pentand be sorry, that he had while 
young secured the favor of his 
Maker and Judge. On the contra- 
ry, early piety has been a source 
of comfort and joy in every period 
of human life. Obadiah said to 
Elijah—* I fear the Lord from my 
youth.”” Andsuch aconsideration ~ 
he accounted his honor and his 
happiness; although he belonged 
to the court of Ahab, that wicked 
king ofIsrael. The Psalmist said, 
“Thou art my hope, O Lord God ; 
thou art my trust from my youth.” 
Many have set their hope in God, 
while they were young, and they 
did what was far wiser and better 
than other persons, who have 
wasted their early days in wick- 
edness and vanity. Samuel did 
what was wiser and better than 
the conduct of Eli’s sons.—David 
did better than Saul.—Moses did 
better than to have been called 
the son of Pharoah’s daughter, and 
to have gained all the treasures of 
Egypt. It is better and wiser to 
choose to suffer affliction, with the 














people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season. They, 
who become pious, when they are 
young, do what is wisest and best 
and can never have the least rea- 
son to regret their conduct. 

8. From the importance of early 
piety, there appears to be great 
reason to rejoice, in what is pre- 
dicted respecting the piety of the 
young, during the future glory of 
the church on earth. The gospel, 
in its saving influence, has never 
had on earth, but a very limited 
and feeble effect, when compared 
with the extent and influence of 
error and wickedness. But the 
gospel, according to divine pre- 
dictions, is yet to prevail among 
all nations, and all the families of 
the earth are to be subject to its 
holy and happy influence. Then 
children and youth in early life, 
will set their hope in God, and will 
be blessed with his salvation. How 
glorious and happy will be that 
day, when all shall know the Lord, 
from the greatest to the least! 
Then all parents will be truly pi- 
ous, and will devote their children 
to God, in love and in faith. Then 
they will be diligent and faithful 
in performing their vows, and in 
the instruction and government of 
their children. Then God will 
pour his spirit upon the seed of 
his people, and his blessing upon 
their offspring. ‘Then all nations 
will flow into the kingdom of the 
Redeemer, and the whole earth 
will be filled with the knowledge 
of God, even as the waters cover 
the sea. As all will then be truly 
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pious in early life, so they will 
become eminent for knowledge, 
for holiness and for happiness. 
Then “ there shall be no more an 
infant of days, nor an old man, that 
hath not filled his days: for the 
child shall die an hundred years 
old.” How lovely and how happy, 
will the rising generation then be 
among all nations, and in all fami- 
lies throughout the whole earth! 
In prospect of such glory, which 
believers may now behold by the 
light of divine truth, there is abun- 
dant reason for the highest and 
purest joy. 

9. Since it is so highly impor- 
tant, that the young should receive 
religious instruction, and should set 
their hope in God, there is reason 
to be thankfu!, for what is now 
done for their instruction and pie- 
ty. For nearly a century infidels 
have desired and laboured to turn 
the attention and the affections of 
the young, from the knowledge, 
the service and favor of God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. They have 
wickedly, but vainly hoped, that 
they should bring the religion of 
the Bible into general contempt, 
and cause the name of the Saviour 
to be forgotten, or abhorred, 
where ever it had been known 
and loved. Multitudes, in chris- 
tian nations, became in early life, 
corrupted and destroyed by their 
errors and delusions. But a new 
scene has opened upon the church 
and the world. God has awaken- 
ed and encouraged his feeble and 
desponding people, to rise and ex- 
ert themselves for the diffusion of 
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divine truth. And now designs are 
formed, and exertions are made 
for the instruction and salvation of 
all the nations and families of the 
earth. In this happy period, the 
eyes and the hearts of the pious 
are turned with peculiar attention 
and affection, to the rising genera- 
tion. And unusual and successful 
exertions for their religious in- 
struction, are extensively made at 
the present day. In Europe they 
have ~-been made for a num- 
ber of years. Lately they have 
been begun in this country. Vigor- 
ous exertions and liberal contribu- 
tions have been made, to promote 
the religious instruction of children 
in this land. Missionary Societies 
and Bible Societies, will eventual- 
ly, carry religious instruction to 
every nation, to every family and 
te every individual on the face of 
the whole earth. In view of what 
has already been done within a few 
years, for the instruction and piety 
of the rising generation, there is 
great reason to give praise to God, 
whose powerful and gracious hand 
has performed these works of 
mercy. 

10. The subject calls upon all 
persons, to be concerned and en- 
gaged, for the religious instruction 
of children and youth. The pro- 
fessors of religion ought to con- 
sider, that they must soon leave 
the church on earth. And then 
the places, they have filled in the 
house of God, and at the table of 
the Lord, will be empty, unless 
they be filled by such persons as 
are now in early life. Should not 
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the professors of religion, then, be 
engaged and concerned to prepare 
the young, by having their hope 
set in God, to fill their places, 
when they shall be removed by 
death ? 

Must not religious parents, be 
exceedingly desirous, that their 
children may set their hope in 
God? And will they not be exci- 
ted to be diligent and faithful, in 
giving their children religious in- 
struction ? 

Will not such parents as are not 
religious, be deeply sensible that 
they are solemnly urged to turn to 
God, that they may, by their ex- 
amples and by religious instruc- 
tions, do what is desirable and im- 
portant, for the spiritual and eter- 
nal welfare of their children? 

And surely they, who are in 
early life, are urged by solemn and 
weighty motives, to remember 
their Creator in the days of their 
youth, and now to set their hope 
in God. 


THE APOSTLE’S CONDEMNATION OF 
FALSE TEACHERS. 


No. V. 


In view of the sentiments which 
have been illustrated in the pre- 
ceding numbers, it is now propos- 
ed to offer several remarks on the 
subject, which has been under our 
consideration. 

1. Since the apostle condemns 
all those, who embrace any scheme 
of religion, which is different from 


the gospel ofthe Lord Jesus Christ. 
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it is evident that there is an infalli- 
ble standard oforthodoxy. Many 
seem to imagine that the term, 
orthodoxy, has no proper and de- 
finite signification. They imagine 
it is perfectly vague; and has no 
foundation but in prejudice and 
caprice. They imagine that no 
man has a right to say, that he is 
orthodox and another heterodox. 
But the apostle had a definite and 
infallible standard of orthodoxy.—- 
By this standard he judged res- 
pecting his own doctrines and sen- 
timents and the doctrines and sen- 
timents of all other persons. His 
standard was the gospel, or that 
scheme of religion, which God has 
revealed in the Bible. All, who 
embraced thisscheme, he pronoun- 
ced orthodox ; and all, who em- 
braced a different scheme he pro- 
nounced heterodox, and condemn- 
ed and censured for their errors 
and their disbelief and rejection 
of the truth. The same standard 
still remains in all its clearness 
and strength. It has been illus- 
trated and confirmed by the ex- 
perience of pious persons in all 
ages ; by the existence and pres- 
ervation of the true church in the 
midst of numerous parties and 
sects; and by the enmity and de- 
lusions of heretics and errorists 
of every description. The infal- 
lible standard of orthodoxy was 
never more definite and _ evi- 
dent than it is at the present day. 
This standard may be easily per- 
ceived and understood by every 
person, who does not love dark- 
ness rather than light, and choose 
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to involve himselfin error and de~ 
ceit. To pretend that the funda- 
mental and essential doctrines of 
the gospel, which are the true 
and only standard of religious sen- 
timents, cannot be understood and 
ascertained, amounts to a disbelief 
and denial of the value and use of 
the revelation which God has 
given us in the holy scriptures. 
“ The Bible, the Bible is the religion 
of the Protestants.” It is the in- 
fallible and unchangeable standard 
by which the supreme and final 
Judge will pass his sentence of ap- 
probation or condemnation upon 
the sentiments, the affections, the 
character and conduct of every 
human being for eternity. The 
pure and holy gospel of the ever 
blessed God, which is revealed in 
the scriptures, and founded upon 
definite, immutable and everlast- 
ing principles, is the infallible 
standard of orthodoxy. And they 
who do not conform their faith and 
their practice to the Bible, what- 
ever may be their prejudices, 
their sincerity, their confidence, 
their ignorance and their error, 
will be censured and condemned 
by the God of truth and of love, 
in the great and last day. 

2. Since the apostle condemns 
all, who embrace any scheme of 
religion, which is contrary to the 
gospel, there is an infallible stand- 
ard of catholicism. That charity 
which is not guided and guarded 
by truth, is blind, false and un- 
wise. Truth is the standard of 
love as_ well as of faith. Ortho- 
doxy respects the fundamental 
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principles and doctrines of relig- 
ion ; and so does christian charity. 
The professed and apparent char- 
ity and fellowship, which are so 
prevalent and so popular at the 
present day among religious pro- 
fessors, who differ in respect to 
the fundamental, essential and pe- 
culiar doctrines of the gospel, are 
not genuine charity and christian 
fellowship. It is not the charity 
of Moses and the prophets, nor of 
Jesus Christ and the apostles, nor 
of saints and angels in heaven, nor 
of God. It is a blind and danger- 
ous Charity, which is suited to op- 
pose and conceal the truth of God 
in respect to his holiness and glo- 
ry, his eternal and universal pur- 
poses, and his most wise and holy 
agency, which extends to all creat- 
ures and all events, and indeed 
every doctrine and every duty of 
the gospel. Let religious profes- 
sors and the professed teachers of 
divine truth, in their pretended 
catholicism, once unite in affec- 
tion and communion without an 
honest, thorough and explicit pro- 
fession of the fundamental doc- 
trines of the gospel, and they will 
soon involve themselves in Egyp- 
tian darkness, and spread delusion, 
and wickedness, and ruin, as far 
as their catholicism extends. 

3. Since the apostle censures 
and condemns all, who embrace 
any scheme of religion, which is 
contrary to the gospel, it is prop- 
er and important that every per- 
son should judge for himself, re- 
specting religious subjects, accord- 
ing to the infallible standard, which 


is contained in the Bible. Every 
person not only has a right, but is 
bound to understand, believe and 
love the doctrines, which God 
teaches. And it is highly impor- 
tant that every person should 
study and search the scriptures for 
himself and form a correct and 
thorough decision in respect to 
the great doctrines and duties of 
the gospel ; that his “ faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God.” Every 
person ought to be influenced by 
a supreme regard to God, and his 
authority, both in respect to faith 
and practice. No one ought, 
from a regard to human authority, 
to misunderstand, disbelieve, or 
disobey what God teaches and re- 
quires in the holy scriptures. It 
is proper and important that eve- 
ry one should know, from the 
word of God, what is the truth re- 
specting God and the law, Jesus 
Christ and the gospel. No one 
deserves to be blamed for be- 
lieving what God teaches, though 
it should not be believed by any 
other person. No one has aright 
to believe any thing, which is con- 
trary to the scriptures; or to form 
a judgment on religious subjects, 
that does not agree with the in- 
fallible standard of truth and duty. 
The right of private judgment 
gives no person any liberty to 
judge wrong ; or todisbelieve and 
reject the word of God, or any of 
its doctrines. But the right of 
private judgment gives a person 
perfect liberty and imposes an in- 
dispensable obligation upon all 
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persons to understand, believe, 
profess and maintain the funda- 
mental, essential and peculiar doc- 
trines of the gospel against all the 
prejudices, objections, unbelief 
and enmity of the world, that li- 
eth in wickedness. Every per- 
son has a right, according to the 
infallible standard of divine truth, 
to believe the existence of God, 
his absolute perfection, his uni- 
versal purposes and agency; the 
doctrine of the trinity, of election 
and reprobation, of the atonement 
by the death of Jesus Christ, of 
sanctification by the power and 
grace of the Holy Spirit, of the 
general judgment, of the endless 
rewards of heaven, and the end- 
less punishment of the wicked in 
hell. No person deserves any 
censure, or reproach, or contempt, 
or abuse, for believing any doc- 
trine, that God has taught in the 
Bible, however it may be disbe- 
lieved, opposed and hated in this 
world of ignorance, error and sin. 
Every one, who humbly and hon- 
estly studies and believes what 
God has taught in the scriptures, 
deserves to be approved and com- 
mended for his character and con- 
duct. And they, who do not so 
study and believe what God 
teaches, will be condemned and 
punished for their stupidity, un- 
belief and hardness of heart. It 
was by the influence and authori- 
ty of the Holy Spirit, that the 
apostle said—“ Though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any oth- 
er gospel unto you than that which 
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we have preached unto you, let them 


be accused.” 
APOLLOS. 





ON LABOR-SAVING INVENTIONS : 
A Letter to a Friend. 

DEAR sIR.—Yours of -—— was 
duly received, detailing an account 
of your recent invention; on the 
success of which, you will accept 
my hearty congratulations. This 
age is indeed an era of inventions. 
Something new of the kind, is al- 
most daily proposed, for the in- 
spection and patronage of an in- 
quisitive public. These inven- 
tions, you know, have extended to 
nearly every province of human 
exertion—to nearly every thing, 
which can exercise the thoughts, 
or employ the faculties, of men. 
The design of them, in general, 
is to save labor, and thus provide 
for the more easy accomplish- 
ment of the necessary business of 
life ; and so far,’as they are fitted 
to answer such a design, (and for 
ought I at present see, this may be 
the case with yours,) I am by no 
means disposed to question their 
utility. 

It is to be lamented, however, 
that human inventions, have not 
been contined to their proper pro- 
vince—to the business and con- 
cerns of the present life. It is 
greatly to be lamented, that they 
should have obtruded themselves, 
into the inviolable sanctuary of re- 
ligion. But such, my dear Sir, is 
the fact; and I the more readily 
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advert to it, because, near the con- 
clusion of your letter, in describing 
the state of religion in your neigh- 
borhood, you mention the preva- 
lence of certain new, and, as you 
justly think “ dangerous and de- 
structive doctrines,” among sev- 
eral of your friends. The truth 
is, Sir, mankind are not satisfied, 
to travel that good old way to 
heaven, which God has opened, 
and revealed to us in his word ; 
but are bent upon contriving short- 
er, broader, and in their views 
better ways. They have thought, 
that in this, as in other things, 
there might be a vast saving of la- 
bor ; and that most of what they 
call the drudgery of getting to 
heaven, might be dispensed with. 

As this subject is thus introdu- 
ced, and is one, I acknowledge, in 
which I feel interested; you will 
allow me to bring it more particu- 
larly and distinctly before you. 

At the very entrance of the old 
Scriptural way to heaven, is erect- 
ed, what some have called the 
wicket gate, but what our Saviour 
denominates the new birth. ++ Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” 
“ Marvel not, that I said unto you, 
ye must be born again.” But of 
late, it has been discovered, and 
believed, that this narrow gate is 
but a nuisance. It is fitted only to 
perplex the traveller, and cause 
him a great deal of unnecessary 
trouble. In the systems of many, 
therefore, it has been discarded 
and removed. It is strongly urged, 
that there is no farther need of it. 


It might have been necessary in 
former ages, when a great part of 
mankind were Jews and heathens ; 
but in the present enlightened and 
virtuous age, it is a scandal to pre- 
tend, that men “ must be born 
again,” and become “ new crea- 
tures,” in order to see the kingdom 
of God. 

The good old way to heaven, 
is a way of penitence. 'Those who 
truly walk in it have a sense of 
their sins ; and experience a holy 
sorrow on account of them. They 
find their guilt a heavy burthen, 
under which they groan and plead 
for deliverance. They often indi- 
vidualiy exclaim, as they pass 
along to heaven, *O wretched 
man that [ am! Who shall deliver 
me from this body of sin and 
death ?”—-But according to the 
newest, and most fashionable sys- 
tem of religion—the most recently 
invented mode of arriving at heay- 
en; this penitence, and sighing, 
and sorrow, are unreasonable and 
unnecessary, and may very weil be 
restrained. We have never sinned 
enough, to occasion much grief or 
distress. We may indeed -be 
chargeable with some slight im- 
perfections ; but a slight and mo- 
mentary regret, is all that will be 
required. 

In the old way to heaven, tray- 
ellers walk habitually by faith. 
They lean, not on themselves, but 
on the Lord. They trust, not in 
their own merits or strength, but 
in the mediation and merits of 
their Redeemer. Their faith lifts 
them comparatively above the 











world: For it leads them to re- 
gard, not “ those things which 
are seen and are temporal, but 
those which are unseen and eter- 
nal.” Thus, while it disposes them 
to renounce their own righteous- 
ness, as a foundation of hope; it 
strengthens them to “ live holy, 
righteously, and godly ”’ here below. 
Of a faith, such as this, so hum- 
bling, and yet so purifying, those 
who pursue the newly invented 
paths to heaven, confessedly know 
nothing. These are taught to trust 
in themselves. The foundation of 
their hopes is, their own merits. 
They have too high notions of 
their own goodness, and regard it 
with too great satisfaction, to think 
of renouncing it, in the question of 
their salvation. They can well 
dispense with faith, therefore, in 
the old fashioned sense of it. It is 
in their view sufficient, to yield a 
mere assent to the truth of revela- 
tion, while they live after the 
course of this evil world. 

The old scriptural mode of se- 
curing a title to heaven, is repre- 
sented as a scene of spiritual con- 
flet. The path is beset with 
numerous, malignant, and power- 
ful enemies. ‘Those who travel it 
are obliged to “ wrestle, not with 
flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities and powers; against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” Accordingly, they are 


required, by the old Directory, to 
‘¢ put on the whole armor of God ;”» 
to * fight the good fight of faith ;” 
and thus, “lay hold on eternal 
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life.” It is to such as overcome, 
and to such alone, that the prom- 
ises are made.—But according, to 
the newly invented modes of ar- 
riving at heaven, this conflict and 
warfare are chiefly, if not totally, 
useless. Indeed, they are chiefly 
a mere pretence. The enemies to 
be contended with, are mostly 
imaginary. The world is not an 
enemy, but a friend. Its pursuits 
and gratifications, are not to be 
avoided, but rather indulged. The 
Sleshly appetites are easily controll- 
ed, so far as it is necessary, that 
religion should control them. And 
as for the grand adversary and ene- 
my of souls, his very existence, it 
has been discovered, is a fiction. 
There is no such being with whom 
we can contend, or from whom we 
have ought to suffer, or to fear. 
The christian armor may there- 
fore be laid aside ; and the war- 
fare, about which so much has 
been written and said, is fairly at 
anend. The real enemies of pil- 
grims are found to be ina state of 
comparative peace; while the 
frightful products of their distem- 
pered fancies, by the new inven- 
tions, are effectually exploded. 
The way to heaven, pointed out 
in the Scrptures, is known to bea 
laborious one. The Lord of the 
pilgrims, allows them no time to 
be idle. He has a great and con- 
stant work for them to accomplish, 
They have difficulties to remove, 
and various obstacles to surmount. 
They must exercise a strict exam- 
ination, an unceasing watchfulness, 
a vigorous government over them- 
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It might have been necessary in 
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religion should control them. And 
as for the grand adversary and ene- 
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selves. They must watch their 
thoughts, watch their hearts, and 
keep their lives from sin. They 
must continue instant in prayer, 
and must endeavour to walkin all 
the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless. They must 
be ready also, for labors and sacri- 
fices, for every good word and 
work, in respect to their fellow 
men. They are in short, not sul- 
fered to neglect any duty, however 
painful; but are required to be 
perfectly and constantly obedient. 
And they must persevere, in the 
ways of well doing. They must 
endure to the end, in order to be 
saved ; and must continue faithful 
unto death, if they would receive 
the crown of life.—Now this bur- 
then of service, is intolerable to 
many ; and a principal design of 
the new inventions, seems to be 
to throw it off. The contrivers 
and abettors of them, mean to ar- 
rive at heaven in some easier way. 
By taking down all the hills, and 
raising the vallies, and removing 
crosses and impediments; they 
mean so to widen and improve the 
narrow way; that whether trav- 
ellers sleep or wake, walk or rest, 
heaven will be sure. In this view, 
the labor of getting to heaven, in 
the good old way, pointed out in 
the Scriptures—the labor of watch- 
ing, praying, examining and obey- 
ing——of keeping Sabbaths, and ob- 
serving ordinances, and making 
benevolent exertions and sacri- 
fices, seems all a needless, use- 
less drudgery. ‘They are in pur- 
suit of a method, and think they 


have discovered one, in which the 
yoke may be laid aside, and this 
wearisome labor and servitude of 
religion, entirely saved. 

In regard to these new modes, 
of securing a title to heaven, it 
may be admitted, if you please, 
that, so far as religion is concern- 
ed, they are a saving of labour. 
They do away the necessity, not 
only of the labor of religion, but 
of religion itself. And it may be 
admitted farther, that they are 
much more conformable to the 
natural, depraved inclinations of 
men—to the natural course of this 
evil world, than the old fashioned 
religion of the Bible. Still, before 
they are adopted, and the immor- 
tal soul is ventured upon them; 
there are several questions, which, 
I think, every wise, considerate 
friend of yours, will wish to solve. 
One is, do they actually lead to heav- 
en? With all their fair and flat- 
tering appearances, are they any 
thing better, than sections of the 
broad road, which leadeth down- 
ward to perdition? We are warn- 
ed, you know, of “a way, which 
seemeth right unto aman, but the 
end thereof, are the ways of 
death ;”” are the new inventions of 
which we are speaking, any thing 
better than such a way? When 
we hear it asserted by the Saviour, 
that unless ‘“‘ a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God;”’ 
unless he repent, he must perish-— 
unless he believe, he must be 
damned—unless he continue faith- 
ful unto death, he cannot inherit 
a crown of life; when we hear 
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such assertions, and from such a 
personage, who will dare to dis- 
card them, and venture his immor- 
tal interest upon systems, which 
really, if not confessedly, set them 
aside ? 

And farther, my dear Sir, if the 
new inventions of religion were 
safe—if they did infallibly conduct 
to heaven; do you believe they 
would be as pleasant, as those 
paths of duty, which are defined 
and opened in the scriptures? Is 
it as pleasant, do you think, to 
live in sin, as it is to repent of it 
and forsake it? Is it as pleasant 
serving Satan and the world, as it 
is to serve our God and Savior? 
Have the scriptures decided well, 
or not, that “there is no peace to 
the wicked,” and “the way of 
transgressors is hard; while the 
ways of holiness are “ ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace ?” 

Religion, my dear friend, you 
will allow me to say, is a concern 
too great and solemn, to be trifled 
with. The immortal soul is of 
too much consequence, to be put 
at hazard upon slight or question- 
able grounds. When the issue, on 
either hand is nothing less, than 
an eternal heaven, or an eternal 
hell—an object infinitely glorious, 
or infinitely dreadful; surely we 
ought to ponder the path of our 
feet, and let all our waysbe wise- 
ly established. And the more you 
ponder—the more carefully you 
reflect; the more, 1 am confident, 
you will be convinced, that there 
is but one way from earth to heay- 
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en, and this is that pointed out in 
the scriptures. It is the old way 
of repentance, faith and new obedi- 
ence. It is that, in which the an- 
cient worthies have walked, who 
through faith and patience, now 
inherit the promised rest. All 
other ways are a delusion. They 
lead directly down to death, and 
the steps of those that pursue 
them, take hold on hell. 

You will have wisdom, I trust, 
to escape the snare that is laid for 
you. Cling to the gospel, as your 
only hope, and pursue that path 
of life, which it so plainly pre- 
scribes. This, you will find, is 
the way of duty, of safety, and of 
bliss. It will be your comfort 
here, and your joy for ever. 

From one who loves you as 
a brother, Fr 





SUCCESS OF MISSIONS. 
No. II. 


Mission of the United Brethren. 
This mission, has been distinguish- 
ed, not less by the purity and dis- 
interested perseverance of its mis- 
sionaries, than by the success, 
which has attended their efforts. 
In the fore part of the eighteenth 
century, the Moravian Brethren 
became ardently desirous to pro- 
mote the salvation of their fellow 
men, by making known to them 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. ‘ When 
their number scarcely amounted 
to ~ hundred persons—when 
they had only just found rest 
from suffering themselves, from 
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the unrelenting cruelty of the 
Romish church, and were begin- 
ning to builda church and habita- 
tions, where there had previously 
been a desert, the missionary spir- 
it was sent down upon them, with 
such constraining influence, that 
within eight or nine years, 
they had sent Missionaries to 
Greenland, to the Indians in North 


and South America, to many of 


the West India Islands, to Lap- 
land,-to Algiers, to Guinea, to the 
Cape of Good Hope, and to Cey- 
lon.” Their means were very 
small, but “they went forth, in the 
strength of their God, and he has 
wrought wonders for them.” 
Their missions have increased 
to thirty settlements, in which, 
about one hundred and fifty mis- 
sionaries are employed, who have 
under their care, about twenty four 
thousand converts, from among 
various heathen tribes. Though 
small and feeble, when they be- 
gan their missionary enterprise, 
they have put, and continued in 
operation, a system of measures, 
for the conversion of the heathen, 
more efficient, than almost all the 
attempts of the whole church, and 
world besides, Wilberforce des- 
cribes them, as “ a body of chris- 
tians, who have perhaps, excelled 
all mankind, in solid and unequiv- 
ocal proofs of the love of Christ, 
and of the most ardent, and active 
and patient zeal, in his service. It 
is a Zeal, tempered with prudence, 
softened with meekness, soberly 
aiming at great ends, by the grad- 
ual operation of well adapted 


means, supported by a courage 
which no danger can intimidate, 
and a quiet constancy, which no 
hardships can exhaust.” Their 
missionary efforts have been very 
extensive, and their success shews, 
that the rudest barbarians may be 
civilized, by being christianized. 
‘‘Wherever the Brethren,” says 
Montgomery, “ have preached the 
gospel among savages, they have 
introduced the arts of social life, 
and wherever the gospel has been 
received, those savages have be- 
come changed, not only in heart, 
and in conduct, but in personal 
appearance and intellect. En- 
lightened travellers, who have oc- 
casionally visited their remote 
settlements, have been struck with 
wonder, on beholding the comfort- 
able habitations, the happy cir- 
cumstances, the humble demean- 
or, and the fervent piety of the 
converts from paganism, whether 
Greenlanders, Esquimaux, North 
American Indians, Negroes, or 
Hottentots. And the governments 
of the colonies, where the mis- 
sionaries have been stationed, 
have borne the most favorable 
testimony, to the benign influence 
of their labor, upon the state of 
society, in the neighborhood of 
their congregations.” 

The Moravian Brethren labor- 
ed for a considerable time, with- 
out any apparent success, but the 
fruits of their zeal and perseve- 
nance in due time appeared. In 
the West Indies, there are now 
more than 20,000 negroes, joined 
to their congregations, and great 
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_sumbers have entered into eter- 


These missionaries have had 


nal rest, stedfast in the faith of to contend with every thing, 


Christ. These congregations are 
increasing and multiplying, beyond 
the capacity of the churches to 
contain, and of the missionaries to 
superintend them. Nor were their 
efforts less successful in Greenland. 
Nearly the whole of the Green- 
Jand population, in the neighbor- 
hood of some of their settlements, 
has embraced the christian relig- 
ion. The state of society is won- 
derfully changed, and instruction, 
through the medium of Danish 
and moravian teachers is as uni- 
versal, as in any country.. The 
moravian Missionaries went also 
among the Indians of North Amer- 
ica, and many thousands of these 
roving and turbulent savages were 
converted from the error of their 
ways, and adorned the doctrine of 
God their Saviour, both in their 
lives, and by their deaths. They 
went also among the Hottentots, 
in the south of Africa, and though 
their first attempts, were attended 
with some disasters, yet they per- 
severed, meeting dangers with 
boldness, and enduring suffering, 
with patience, until at length, they 
had the pleasure, to see their sct- 
tlements, like the “ garden of the 
Lord, in the midst of the wilder- 
ness,”"—the Hottentots themselves, 
being as much changed in their 
habits, manners, and minds, as the 
face of the country has been im- 
proved by industry and skill. The 
love of Christ has subdued their 


natural character, and they have 
become tractable and mild in their 
dispositions 


which is “stupid in ignorance, 
and wayward in depravity.” But 
their perseverance and success 
have surpassed all rational expec- 
tation. What they have accom- 
plished, with their scanty means, 
seems almost incredible. But the 
truth is attested, by the facts them- 
selves. Let him, who thinks noth- 
ing has been accomplished, by 
missionary efforts, consult the his- 
tory of the moravian brethen, and 
unless he has a “ hardihood of in- 
credulity, or a strange talent, at 
misunderstanding plain facts,” he 
must be convinced, that such ef- 
forts, accompanied with such suc- 
cess, would soon evangelize the 
world. Yea, had the rest of the 
protestant world, been equally ac- 
tive, and equally successful, the 
night of paganism would already 
have been past, and the sun of 
Righteousness would have _illu- 
mined and reformed, and blessed 
the whole family of man. 

Before we close this number, 
we will notice one circumstance, 
which is inseperably connected, 
with the success of these sel{f-de- 
nying and devoted missionaries. 
The circumstance now alluded to, 
is the great change, which took 
place in the mode adopted, in 
their endeavors, to instruct the 
natives. The account is given as 
follows, by Montgomery, “ ‘The 
method pursued by them, for some 
time, consisted principally in 
speaking to the heathen, of the 
existence, the attributes and per- 
fections of God, and enforcing obe- 
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dience to the divine law ; hoping 
by this means, gradually to pre- 
pare their minds, for ,the recep- 
tion of the sublime, and more 
mysterious truths of the gospel. 
For five years, the missionaries 
had Jabored in this way, and could 
scarcely obtain a patient hearing, 
from the savages. Now there- 
fore, they determined, in the lit- 
eral sense of the words, to preach 
Christ and Him Crucified. No 
sooner did they declare unto the 
Greenlanders, the word of re- 
conciliation,” in its native simplic- 
ity, than they beheld its convert- 
ing and saving power. This reach- 
ed the hearts of their audience, 
and produced the most astonishing 
effects. An impression was made, 
which opened a way to their con- 
sciences, and illumined their un- 
derstandings. 'They remained no 
longer, the stupid and brutish crea- 
tures, they once had been; they 
felt they were sinners, and trem- 
bled at their danger; they re- 
joiced in the Saviour, and were 
rendered capable of sublimer plea- 
sures, than those arising from 
plenty of seals, and the low grati- 
fication of sensual appetites. A 
sure foundation, being thus laid, 
in the knowledge of a crucified 
Redeemer, the missionaries soon 
found, that this supplied the young 
converts, with a powerful motive 
to the abhorrence of sin, and the 
performance of every moral duty, 
towards God, and their neighbor ; 
taught them to live soberly, right- 
eously and godly, in this present 
world; animated them, with the 
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glorious hope of life and immor- 
tality ; and gave them the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of 
God, as the Creator, Preserver 
and moral Governor of the world, 
in a manner, far more correct and 
influential, than they could ever 
have obtained, had they persever- 
ed in their first mode of instruc- 
tion. The missionaries them- 
selves derived benefit from this 
new method of preaching. 


The doctrines of the cross of 
Christ, warmed and_ enlivened 
their own souls, in so powerful a 
manner, that they could address 
the heathen, with uncommon lib- 
erty and fervor, and were often 
astonished at each other’s power 
of utterance. In short, the hap- 
piest results have attended this 
practice, not only at first and in 
Greenland, but in every other 
country, where the Brethren have 
since labored, for the conversion 


of the heathen.” W. 


AN EXTRACT. 


Messrs. Epitors, 


If you think a knowledge of the 
following fact will be useful, you 
are at liberty to insert it in your 
Magazine. Perhaps some may 
think the method taken to open 
the eyes of a disbeliever, was im- 
proper; but the event showed, 
that it had a deep effect, and was 
doubtless more impressive on a 


blinded mind, than any other 
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means, which could have been 
used. Z. 


This disbeliever of all religion 
shall be called Perditus, for the 
sake of secreting his family name. 
It is said, that in his early years, 
he had several seasons of serious- 
ness, against which he continued 
to strive, until all sense of truth 
and duty to God, seemed to be ob- 
literated from his mind.—After he 
became thus stupid, it was one of 
his most delightful themes, to rid- 
icule his former sobriety and 
thoughtfulness, and he represent- 
ed himself as having been ridicu- 
lous in the highest degree, to think 
so much of another state, and take 
pains to be happy, by rejecting 
the festivities of the world. By 
this manner of ridiculing himself, 
he was instrumental of corrupting 
a number, some of whom were 
reclaimed by his death, some re- 
main in the stupidity of sin, and 
others have followed him into 
eternity. This man was gener- 
ous, hospitable and festive in his 
natural disposition, which led to 
many opportunities, for discover- 
ing the impiety of his heart, and 
he never failed in any company, 
to express his contempt of Christ 
and his religion, and of pious per- 
sons. He ridiculed prayer—he 
spoke of death with levity—rep- 
resented christian institutions as a 
farce—and professed to think that 
God was so highly exalted above 
all creatures, that he took little 
or no notice of their transactions. 
That God made men, that they 
might pursue their own pleasures; 


and that he was pursuing his own 
pleasures, in a way suited to his 
own appetites, as he expressed 
himself. At no great distance 
there lived a clergyman, with 
whom Perditus took particular 
pains to become acquainted. He 
would often meet him affably in 
the streets, and insist on his visit- 
ing his house; but all this was 
done that he might gratify himself, 
with indirect insults and insinua- 
tions, against religion and sobriety. 
In sundry interviews, the Clergy- 
man bore the sneers of Perditus, 
affecting not to perceive them, un- 
til he had obtained a thorough ac- 
quaintance with his heart. This 
being thoroughly obtained, the 
Clergyman requested Perditus, to 
spend with him a day in the soli- 
tary fields, with which he compli- 
ed. When removed from all oth- 
er eyes and in the solitude of a 
grove, the Clergyman acquainted 
Perditus with the object he had 
in view, which was to converse 
freely with him on the things of 
God, of religion and eternity. 
Perditus, little suspecting any thing 
of this kind, was for a few moments 
angry, but soon became calm and 
agreed to hear. The Clergyman 
then stated the manner of their 
acquaintance, and acknowledged 
perfect civility of treatment, in 
every respect, except the sneers 
which he had often thrown out 
against the truths, duties, institu- 
tions, ministers and professors of 
religion. That he had always 
seen and felt these things, though 
Perditus had supposed him igno- 
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rant and unfeeling under the most 
bitter reflections. That he had 
often affected this want of discern- 
ment, out of tenderness to the wife 
of Perditus, who was often present 
at their conversations. She be- 
lieved in the reality of religion, 
although she was not pious. Per- 
ditus had ridiculed the Clergy- 
man, in his own profane circle, as 
being aman who could not resent ; 
but was now confounded, to find 
that his motives were tenderness 
to the feelings of his own family. 
The Clergyman now proceeded 
to state before him, in the most 
solemn and affectionate manner, 
the great truths of religion; its 
natural and revealed evidence ; 
fris own character, neglects, impi- 
ety, and ingratitude to the Lord of 
ali his bounties; and enforced these 
truths by the solemnities of death, 
jyadgment and the eternal world. 
The conversation long—it 
was interesting. Perditus found 
that he had completey laid himself 
open to a man, on whom he had 
thought himself to be ludicrously 
playing. He was sometimes con- 
founded and ashamed; sometimes 
for a moment angry; sometimes 
alarmed; and did at sometimes at- 
tempt to change the serious dis 
course into merriment. He was 
told, that unless there was a re- 
formation from reflecting on re- 
ligion and its institutions, there 
must be a total discontinuance of 
those social interviews, to which 
they had been accustomed. The 
result was, that Perditus engaged 
to call the next day, at the Cler- 
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gyman’s house, and fix his resolu- 
tions.—He called as he had en- 
gaged. He acknowledged that he 
had not treated the Clergyman 
with the respect of politeness, 
promised to refrain in his pres- 
ence from any future insinuations 
against religion, and desired him 
to visit his house as a friend and 
a gentleman; but at the same time 
avowed his utter disbelief of re- 
ligion, of the word of God, and 
the sincerity of christian profes- 
sors in general. On this being so 
freely owned, the minister again 
begged him to review, for that 
possibly he might yet obtain a 
conviction of the truth. To which 
he resolutely replied, “ I wish 
your company as a man, but I 
charge you never to speak to me 
again on the subject of religion 
—yea more, never to pray for me 
unless I specially ask you,” and 
thus they parted. 

It was not long afier this before 
Perditus was smitten with a deep 
decline, and all spectators saw 
marks of approaching death on 
his visage. He struggled, but in 
vain, for a speedy confinement en- 
sued. The Clergyman deliberat- 
ing on the case, concluded to con- 
duct as will be related. 

He called often as a neighbor, 
conversed of his complaints, and 
endeavored by every means to as- 
suage the pains of his body and 
console the afflicted family ; but 
never said any thing of religion. 
These visits were daily made, but 
without any thing of a very seri- 
ous nature. On a eertain day, 














the clergyman had barely return- 
ed home, before a messenger fol- 
lowed torecal him. He returned, 
when Perditus told bim—* You 
kindly visit me, but say nothing of 
religion, why is this?” The an- 
swer was, you have forbidden me 
ever to speak to you on such sub- 
jects, I wait but your permission 
and religion shall in future be the 
subject of our discourse. To 
which he replied, ** converse with 
me on the religion of nature, but 
not on christianity.””. The direc- 
tion was followed, and the religion 
of nature was for several days the 
subject of discourse, without a 
word said of Jesus Christ or the 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel. 
Perditus still denied, that he or 
any other men were sinners. Af- 
ter a short season Perditus enquir- 
ed, why do you not offer to pray 
with me, as you do with others 
who are sick. The former answer 
was given, you have forbid me, 
and I cannot do it until you make 
the request. I wish it, said Perdi- 
tus. For what shall I pray, for 
any thing more, than that you 
may recover? To which he re- 
plied, that is the great thing at 
present. Prayer was several times 
made according to his direction, 
and confined to the matter of his 
recovery. After several passing 
days, Perditus said, “ Why do you 
not pray with me as you do with 
other people?” The minister 
answered, in what respects do I 
differ? He answered, “you do not 
pray that God would forgive my 
sins.” But you have always de- 
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nied that you were a sinner—I 
have prayed for you as a sinner ia 
my Closet, but if you spoke true, 
you could not sincerely join with 
me in praying for youas a sinner; 
I shall however gladly now do it 
if you feel yourself to be such. 
He assented that he did; but said 
that he did not see the need of a 
Savior, for if God was disposed to 
forgive, he might do it without. 


He was told that a christian min- 
ister could not pray to God to for- 


give sinners, in any other way 
than through the Sayior, whom he 
had appointed. And was left ina 
state of great agitation. In sub- 
sequent visits, he strongly urged 
for prayer that God would forgive 
his sins without a mediator, but as 
this could not be granted, he seem- 
ed for a few days to determine that 
he would throw away all sense of 
his sinfulness. However, as -the 
certainty of death was becoming 
more apparent, the struggle in his 
mind grew more terrible, and an 
accusing conscience denied him 
all peace. ‘T'wo days before his 
death, he urgently sent for the 
minister, and requested prayer, 
that God would forgive him for 
the sake of Jesus Christ. He said 
that he saw God’s displeasure 
against him to be so great, that 
none but a Savior of infinite pow- 
er could deliver him from the ru- 
in into which he was falling, and 
he now repeated the name of 
Christ, with as much urgency as 
he had before blasphemed him. 
At the time he was brought to 
this confession, a number of his 
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infidel companions were listening 
to hisdying words. ‘They confess- 
ed him to be in the full exercise 
of reason, and until now had tri- 
umphed in their looks, expecting 
that his death, would be an evi- 
dence for infidelity. But when 
they heard him supplicating for 
mercy in the name of Christ, the 
confusion of several was beyond 
description, and they quickly dis- 
persed from the scene of distress. 
He-confessed to the minister, that 
the manner he had taken of leay- 
ing all to his own conscience, and 
neither conversing or praying fur- 
ther than his own particular re- 
quest, had awtuily alarmed him, 
and it seemed to he continually 
sounded in his ears, my blood must 
and will be required a! my own 
hands. Until the time of becom- 
ing insensible, he heared eagerly, 
but had no alleviations of distress. 
Thus he died and went to his long 
home, a monument of the folly of 
rejecting the gospel of Christ. 
What multitudes live in careless- 
ness and disbelief and die in fear! 
They will not hear antil it be too 
late. The pride of their hearts 
and their love of sin makes them 
reject even the gospel of grace, 
and they fall under the awful de- 
nunciation, ‘* Because I have call- 
ed, and ye refused ; I have stretch- 
ed out my hand, and no man re- 
garded ; but ye have set at nought 
all my counsels, and would none 
of my reproof. I will also laugh 
at your calamity, and mock when 
your fear cometh ; when your fear 
cometh as desolation, and your 
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destruction as a whirlwind. Then 
shall they call upon me, but I will 
not answer; they shall seek me 
early, but they shall not find me.” 
Con. Evan. Mag. 


Vermont University.—The College 
building of the Vermont University at 
Burlington took fire on the 27th of May, 
from a spark which fell upon the roof, 
and was burnt down. The college and 
society libraries, and part of the philo- 
sophical apparatus were preserved, to- 
gether with most of the books and fur- 
niture of the students. 

Alleghany College.—At the com- 
mencement of Alleghany college, Mead- 
ville, (Pa.) on the 7th inst. the degree 
of A. B. was conferred on one young 
gentleman, that of A. M. on four alum- 
ni. The honorary degree of A. M. was 
conferred on the Rev. George Weller, 


of Maryland, and that of M. D. on, 
Stephen Brown, of New-york. 


Ordinations and Installations. 

On the 9th of May the Rev. Benja- 
min Woodbury was ordained over the 
First Congregational Church and Soci- 
ety in Falmouth. Sermon by Rev. Dr. 
Woods; of Andover, from 1 Cor. ix. 22. 

On May 26, the Rev. Daniel G. 
Sprague was installed Pastor over the 
Charch and Society in Hampton, Con. 
Sermon from Rev. xv. 2. 3, by Rev. 
Mr. Dow, of Thompson. 

Installed at Hamilton, Rev. Joseph 
B. Felt, as pastor of the church and 
congregation in that town. Sermon by 
Rev. Mr. Gile, of Milton, from 2 Cor. 


iv. 10. 
Ordained, June 20, the Rev. Ezra 


Stiles Gannett, as colleague Pastor 
with the Rey. Dr. Channing, over the 
church and Society in Federal street, 
Boston, Sermon by Rey. Dr. Chan- 
ning. 





